SHowing Animals Respect and Kindness
PO Box 28
Geneva, IL 60134
www.SHARKonline.org

!
!

Carolyn Lerner
Office of Special Counsel
1730 M Street, N.W., Suite 218
Washington, D.C. 20036-4505

!

August 31, 2015

!
Dear Ms. Lerner,
!

On September 5, 2014, US Senator James Inhofe of Oklahoma held a political
fundraiser (Exhibit 1 and 2) in Kiowa County, Oklahoma. This complaint deals with what
we contend are violations of the Hatch Act related to that event.

!
Part I: Use of federally funded state employees to work at the political fundraiser
!

Part of the fundraiser was a sporting clay shoot that was staffed by employees of the
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC). These employees were at the
fundraiser and worked as instructors for the “Shotgun Training and Education Program”
(STEP).

!

The most important issue regarding the Hatch Act is that, according to a
document we received through a records request with the ODWC, titled
“PROGRAMS AND PROCEDURES,” (Exhibit 3) the STEP program is federally
funded:

!

Senator Inhofe’s fundraiser was not a public event. In fact, the public was specifically
locked out of the event by armed security. The only people who were able to attend,

and therefore would be helped by the STEP instructors, had made a campaign
donation to Senator Inhofe.

!

That means that these federally funded STEP program employees were working
at a political fundraiser and personally supporting and instructing donors to
Senator Inhofe’s campaign. We believe that violates the Hatch Act.

!

In an additional document we received, the “PROGRAM REPORT FORM,” it stated the
full names of two of the employees who worked at the fundraiser, and the first name of
the other two, which we later confirmed (Exhibit 4).

!
The following where listed as “STEP instructors” in the document:
!

Damon Springer — Senior Information and Education (I&E) Specialist for the STEP
program
Greg Sexton — warden for Jackson County
Jeff Headrick — warden for Washita County
Jason Smith — I&E Specialist

!

In that same document, note that the “Program Contact Person” is Amanda Hall. Ms.
Hall works for the Inhofe campaign and is also listed in Exhibits 1 and 2 as being a
contact person to RSVP for the campaign fundraiser. In fact, the phone number listed in
the “PROGRAM REPORT FORM,” for Ms. Hall, 405-418-7545, is actually the phone
number for Senator Inhofe’s campaign office, which should have raised red flags with
the STEP program, but did not.

!
!

http://www.yellowpages.com/oklahoma-city-ok/mip/friends-of-jim-inhofe-480147143

Friends of Jim Inhofe
7429 N May Ave,
Oklahoma City, OK 73116
(405) 418-7545

!

Furthermore, in an email communication we received from the OWDC (Exhibit 5) they
explicitly state that the STEP program event is for Senator Inhofe’s Dove Hunt, which is
a well known annual fundraiser the Senator holds (please see Exhibit 1). It should also
be noted that the invitation to the fundraiser was sent to the OWDC by the Inhofe
campaign, so there can be no question that they had full knowledge that the event was
purely political in nature, and that donations went to Senator Inhofe’s PACs.

!

More disturbingly, in that same email, which was written by Damon Springer, Senior I&E
Specialist for the STEP program, he states that they have worked at the Inhofe event
“…for years now.”

!

That means that “for years” federal money given to the STEP program has been
used to facilitate a federal electioneering event.

!
!
Part II: Tom Buchanan, general manager, Lugert-Altus Irrigation District
!

Senator Inhofe’s political fundraiser was held on land that is part of the Lugert-Altus
Irrigation District, which is a project of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.

!

That means that the fundraiser was held on federally owned property, and that
Mr. Buchanan used his position as general manager of federal land for this purely
political purpose. Mr. Buchanan also worked at the fundraiser throwing birds for
attendees to shoot at (exhibit 56). We believe his actions constitute a violation of
the Hatch Act.

!

The address for the Lugert-Altus Irrigation District is 1421 W Ridgecrest Rd, Altus, OK
73521.
We respectfully ask for a full investigation into these matters.

!
Sincerely,

!
Steve Hindi
President, SHowing Animals Respect and Kindness

!
!
!
!

!
!
Exhibits!
Exhibit 1 - Flyer for the fundraiser!

Exhibit 2 - Schedule of the fundraiser. Note the political language at the bottom stating this was
paid for by a political committee. The sporting clay event, that STEP employees worked at, was
held at 3:00PM in conjunction with the “Old World” pigeon shoot.!

!

Exhibit 3 - “PROGRAMS AND PROCEDURES” document supplied by the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC)!

!
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Exhibit 4 - ODWC Program Report Form listing names of STEP instructors who worked at the
fundraiser!

Exhibit 5 - email from Damon Springer stating the STEP event is for Senator Inhofe, and that
they have done the event for “…years now.”!
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Exhibit 6: Tom Buchanan, manager of the federal land in question, working at the fundraiser.
he was throwing birds for donors to shoot at.!
!
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